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Minister Lorene Williams, 73, of Lawrenceville, NJ died September 25, 2025.
Funeral services were held Thursday, October 9, 2025, at Shiloh Baptist
Church, 340 Calhoun Street, Trenton, NJ.

The Life and Legacy of Minister Lorene Williams-Burnett
A Life of Love, Service, and Unshakable Faith

Minister Lorene Williams-Burnett, was born June 16, 1952, in Sardis, (Burke
County) Georgia to the late Rev. Isaiah and Ella Williams.

In her youth, she joined and was baptized at First McCannon Missionary
Baptist Church of Girard, Georgia, where she was a devoted member until
relocating to New Jersey in 1970. A longtime resident of Lawrenceville, she
carried both the strength of her Southern roots and the gentleness of a
servant’s heart wherever she went.

Educated in the Mill Haven (Burke County) school system, she graduated
from Blakely High School, Class of 1970, in Waynesboro, Georgia.



After high school, Minister Williams married Harold Ellison, and from their
union, they had three beautiful daughters. In 2016, she married her loving and
devoted husband, Benjamin Burnett. Beyond being the proud mother of three
beloved daughters, she was also a mother to three devoted sons-in-law and
the cherished grandmother—affectionately called “Mom-Mom”—of six
precious grandchildren. Her family was the light of her life, and through them,
her legacy of love continues to shine.

Minister Williams-Burnett dedicated 37 years of service to the City of Trenton’s
Department of Health and Human Services, helping to shape programs that
uplifted countless residents. Her servant leadership also extended to
organizations such as HomeFront, Shiloh Baptist Church’s Community
Development Corporation, the Good News Home for Women, and the Bo-
Robinson Prison Ministry in Trenton, New Jersey.

At the age of 65, she began her journey to earn both a Bachelor and Master of
Divinity from Palmer Theological Seminary at Eastern University, where she
also graduated from the Priscilla Institute of Pastoral Studies. Her pursuit of
theological education was more than academic—it was a divine calling. Every
lesson she learned was poured back into the lives of others through
preaching, teaching, counseling, and tireless service.

She received her ministry license in 2014 and faithfully served for more than
15 years as an Associate Minister at Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton, NJ.
There, she directed the Missions and Evangelistic Ministry, touching lives
through domestic outreach, prison ministry, and foreign missions. Her heart
reached those too often forgotten—the imprisoned, the abused, the broken,
and the distant—reminding them that they were never beyond God'’s grace.

Since 2022, Minister Williams-Burnett was a devoted member of First Baptist
Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset, NJ. She joyfully embraced her new



church home, cherishing the friendships she formed and often speaking with
gratitude about the fellowship that brought her great joy. She loved her
Beloved Community Bible Study Class, where she served as assistant
teacher under the leadership of Rev. Diane Holloway. She was also active in
the Pastoral Care Ministry and Clergy Life.

In addition to her ministry, Minister Williams-Burnett completed seven units of
Clinical Pastoral Education and pursued a Clinical Chaplain Certificate. She
provided pastoral care and comfort to patients and families at Capital Health
Medical Center—both the Hopewell and Trenton campuses—and at the
Trenton Trauma Health facility.

Her leadership extended beyond the church and workplace. She served on
the boards of Younity (formerly Women’s Space), Ecclesia T.E.A.M., the
Middlesex Central Baptist Ministers Association, the American Baptist
Churches of America, and the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.

In 2010, she traveled to Haiti as a delegate with the Haiti Task Force and
found herself there during the devastating earthquake. Even amid the chaos,
she offered comfort, care, and the steadfast presence of God’s people to a
suffering nation.

Minister Williams-Burnett also held affiliations with organizations dedicated to
justice and equity, including the NAACP, the National Political Congress of
Black Women, the New Jersey Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, and
Church Women United of New Jersey. Through these roles, she remained a
steadfast advocate for women, children, and families—offering both strength
and compassion in equal measure.

Affectionately known as “Chaplain Lorene,” she was a woman whose life



overflowed with love, compassion, and unwavering devotion to God and her
community.

On Thursday, September 25, 2025, after a courageous and graceful battle
with pancreatic neuroendocrine tumor cancer, a rare form of the disease,
Minister Williams-Burnett peacefully transitioned at home, surrounded by her
loving family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, the late Rev. Isaiah and Ella
Williams, and her siblings: James Williams, Johnnie Mae Cohens, Lula Bell
Perry, Steiner Williams, Isaiah Williams Jr., Mary Bell Ingram, and Willie Mae
Betts.

To cherish her memory, she leaves her loving husband, Benjamin Burnett;
three daughters, LaTaushia Brown (Christopher), Tymia Ellison (Dwayne), and
Ka’Neda Bullock (Eric); six grandchildren, Nia Driver, Imani Driver, Kenneth
Miller Jr., Mekhi Bonner, Bella Bullock, and Madison Bullock; three
stepchildren, Travis Burnett (Aneesah), Tynisha Burnett-Sylla (Amara), and
Erica Burnett (Joseph); six step-grandchildren, In’'Dea Burnett, Khamanii
Smith, Kaniyah Sylla, Ayden Preval, Keegan Burnett, and Adrian Preval; her
sister, Dorothy Williams-White (the late James White); the Golden Girls, her
godchildren, beloved “adopted” sons and daughters, and a host of nieces,
nephews, family members, and friends.

Minister Williams-Burnett lived by the words of John 13:34: “Love one
another.”

For her, love was not merely a feeling—it was an action. It was seen in every
prayer whispered, every hand held, and every heart uplifted. She often said,
“If | can help somebody along the way, then my life will not be in vain.” And
indeed, her living was never in vain.



Minister Lorene Williams-Burnett was a vessel of the Lord—poured out in
service, filled with grace. Though she may no longer walk among us, the
imprint of her kindness, wisdom, and faith will forever live on in the countless
lives she touched.



Cemetery Details

McCanaan Baptist Church Cemetery

329 McCanaan Church Road
Sardis, GA 30456

Previous Events
Viewing

OCT 9. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Shiloh Baptist Church
340 Rev. S. Howard Woodson, Jr. Way
Trenton, NJ 08618

Funeral Service

OCT 9. 11:00 AM (ET)

Shiloh Baptist Church
340 Rev. S. Howard Woodson, Jr. Way
Trenton, NJ 08618



Tribute Wall

We were best friends for about 40 years ]

Glenda Lynch - October 16, 2025 at 06:03 PM

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness” |

Rev. Dolores (Dee) Davison - October 09, 2025 at 10:59 PM

Aunt Lorene my my such a beautiful soul. | remember we was
looking for a house and you help us get one without us even asking.
You will be missed and loved always

Devra Pierce - October 09, 2025 at 12:08 PM

Latasha Smith-Green lit a candle in memory t

of Min. Lorene Williams

Latasha Smith-Green - October 08, 2025 at 07:07 PM



The Cadogan Family purchased the Pink Tribute
Spray for the family of Min. Lorene Williams.

The Cadogan Family - October 08, 2025 at 12:03 PM

To the entire family of Lorene Williams-Burnett: | was sadden to
learn of the passing of your love one. You have my condolence.
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can not heal. Sandy Wormley-
Scales

Sandy Wormley-Scales - October 08, 2025 at 11:12 AM

Donna Rambough lit a candle in memory of |

Min. Lorene Williams

Donna Rambough - October 08, 2025 at 06:08 AM

My deepest condolences to Tasha, Tymia,Kaneda . I'm so sorry for
your loss. Your mother's love will continue to guide you all.

I'm thinking of you during this extremely difficult time of
bereavement

Linda Gibbs - October 06, 2025 at 04:59 PM

Will miss my Bible Study teacher

Evelyn Tolifero-Higgenbotham - October 07, 2025 at 07:20 PM


https://www.andersonfuneralservice.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneralservice.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneralservice.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Lucia Del uca lit a candle in memory of Min. |

Lorene Williams

Lucia DeLuca - October 01, 2025 at 09:32 PM

Lorene was my neighbor. She was always pleasant, sweet and a
very caring woman. | was so sorry to and surprised to hear about
her illness and passing. You will be missed to see you smiling,
always. Prayers for you and your family. You will be missed.

Lucia DeLuca - October 01, 2025 at 09:30 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Min. Lorene Williams.

October 01, 2025 at 05:38 PM

My condolences to the family, Lorene was a ]
very good friend to me and my family. We
loved her like we love family. She will be
missed by all of us. Rest in peace sister.

Edna - October 01, 2025 at 10:28 AM


https://www.andersonfuneralservice.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonfuneralservice.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Benjamin, my condolences to you and the
family of Ms. Lorene. So sorry for your loss.

;_

Antoinette Scott - September 30, 2025 at 04:40 PM

Dearest Family, Please accept my deepest ]
condolences, prayers, and loving thoughts,
which surround you, bringing comfort and
cherished memories to guide you through this
difficult period.

Deaconess Cheryl Velazquez

Cheryl Velazquez - September 29, 2025 at 11:48 AM



